VII:6: Said R. Yohanan, “Eighty thousand apprentice priests fled to 
the stoves of the Temple, and they were burned up. “And of them all 
there survived only Joshua b. Yehosedeq, the high priest.” This is in 
line with that which is said. ‘[And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord 
rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you!’ Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?’” (Zech. 3:2). Said R. 
Yohanan, “Eighty thousand apprentice priests fled to the army of 
Nebuchadnezzar and they [went] to the Ishmaelites. “They said to 
them. Give us something to drink, because we are thirsty.” “They 
brought them salty things and skins that were blown up with air. “They 
said to them, ‘Eat and drink.’ “When one of them opened a skin and 
put it to his mouth, the air that was in it burst forth and choked him, 
“That is in line with what is written, ‘The oracle concerning Arabia. In 
the thickets in Arabia you will lodge, O caravans of Dedanites. To the 
thirsty bring water, meet the fugitive with bread, O inhabitants of the 
land of Tema’” (Is. 21:13-14). “The oracle concerning Arabia- ‘A 
great burden is on Arabia.’ “In the thickets of Lebanon’— those who 
were located in the “forest of Lebanon” [the Temple] now are in ‘the 
thickets of Arabia.’” “Caravans of Dedanites”— is this the way for 
cousins to act? For when Ishmael was thirsty was, ‘To the thirsty bring 
water’ not the case? [For so it says]: “Then God opened her eyes, and 
she saw a well of water; [and she went, and filled the skin with water, 
and gave the lad a drink] (Gen. 21:19). It was not because of your 
goodness that they came to you.” For they have fled from the swords 
(Is. 21:15).” “From the drawn sword” (Is. 21:15) — since they did not 
want to keep the years of release. 


VII:7: Said R. Yohanan, “Between Gabbath and Antipatris there were 
sixty myriads of townships. The smallest among them was Beth 
Shemesh. As it is written: “And he slew some of the men of 
Bethshemesh, because they looked into the ark of the Lord; [he slow 
seventy men of them, and the people mourned because the Lord had 
made a great slaughter among the people]’ (1 Sam. 6:19). And these 
were in only one direction. And now if you tried to stick sixty myriads 
of reeds there, it would not hold them.” 


VII:8: Said R. Zeirah, “Come and take note of how the land of Israel 
is impudent, that it continues to produce crops [even though so much 
of the land has been destroyed through fire and brimstone].” 


VII:9: It was taught: R. Yosé says, “For fifty-two years no bird 
appeared in flight in the land of Israel.” 


